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II., Training

1. Exercises at Roggmntal Lavel

2. Exercises (Maneuvers) at divisionsl Level and above

3, Return from Summsr Camps

4, Firing Details
5. Engineer Training

III, Personnel Exchange

IV, Logistics

V. Evaluation
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Report on Situation of GSFG Forces betucea laie Jijy axd 25X1
late November 1957
Preliminary Note
1. During the period under review, activities of GSFG unita conseniratod on
summer and fall tralning which terminated in a number of macveivers. The
reorganizeiion of Soviet mymy units in the GDR, vhich started iu late
April 1957, was generally complated in July 1957, Howewer, smill-scale
changes may still ocour.
2. In spide of increased Sovict sscurity, deceptive and camoufla¢ measuroes,
information obtained allows a compsratively clear picture of activities
and measures of Soviet arm’ units in the GDR.
I, Reorganization and Rearmament
1, Information obtained on thz new phssz of the reorganisation. which
started on 21 April 1957, permits definite conclusions as “o
extension and results, and confirms assumptions| 25X1

2, Chnngea observed with Rifle Armies

Both rifle armies were reorganized into mechenized ernies. This
was agconplished by the folliowing measures:

(1) Reorganizatioa of 2 mechanimad divisions (19th Gis Mecs Div/
Third Shock Army end 20tb Gda Mecz Div/Elghik Gd» Army) iste
cank divisiona. Ip edditicn o the assignnent of (ank units
to these divizions in the spring of 1957, a nuntur of tange
whichk ccpnsiderably exceed the number pelonging 0 %
mechenized division have continuaslly owen obgerveld in the
arsas of these divisions.

{2) Reorganization cf all mctonzed divisious into Hew.Type
nmechanized divisions, This msasure was confirimec by repeated
obaervation of more then 10 tapks snd a large ouuber of
aracred parsommel. carriers with previcusly moto:ized rifle
regiments and of rockei lavmchers io 2ll 4 divizion areas
(Hagenow, Boergitsn-Stants, Rudolstadt and Weissenfels).

(3) The situatiorn of symy artillery and engireers, :tiah differs

from that of ammy artillery and enginser unlts of previous
pechanized armies i treated in Par I 2b and ¢,
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b, Changes observed with Maohenized Armies

(1) Confirmed information hes bsen received that 4 ¢ivigions
changed thelir subordination, namely:

the 8th Gds Mecz Div fyom the First to the Thbit Sds
Macz Army;

the 6th Gds Tank Div from the Third to the First Gds
Mecs Ammys;

the lat Mscsz Div from the Serond to the Fourth Cds
Meas Army;

the 25th Tank Div from the Fourth to the Seocond (ds
Meaz Arny.,

Aftar the termination of the summer training perilod (return
of the units from sumser csmps and maneuvers) it was
determined that, in spite of the change of subosdination,
po changes had taken plase with regard to the gorerl
locaticn of the divisions,

{2) The mecharzed divisions were reorgsnized into New-Type
mechanigsed divisions (only 1 tank and % arty reriment),
For details. seas Paxr I, 2.

(3) No definite information hea been received on the
reorganizstion of tank divisions. 25X1
1

¢. Artillery units directly subordinate to GSFG (former 1V Arty
Corps) ware not affecied by the reorganisation.

d, Presgent Orgsnization of GSFG Units

(See Annex 1)

A% preseat, GSFG foress lnclude L mechanisecd armie,. c¢iach with

3 machanized and i taok division, and 2 tenk armles., czph with

3 tank divisions. -

In detail, these ermies include the following unlits:

Ihird Gds Mesz Army 8th Gds Meus Div Grizmns
gtk Mecz Div Cottbus
14th Gde Msaz Div Jueterbog
7th Gds Tank Div Desssu

SECRET . NOFORN
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Fourth Gds Meos Army 1st Mspe Div Doebarits
6th Gde Mecs Div Bornsu
7th Gds Mecz Div fusrstenvalde
10th Gda Tank Div lirenpnits
U/i Mecs Army 117&: Meoz Div Perleberg
i U/4 Mecs Div Schwerin
(previcus Third Shock Army) (previous 94th Gds Mts Rifle Div)
U/1 Mees Div tendal
(previous 207th M3 Rifle Div)
U/1 Tank Div lagdeburg
(previous 19th Gd: Mecs Div)
U/i Mecs Army 21st Gds Meoz Div  llalle
- U/1 Macz Div Ohrdruf
(provious Eighth Gds Army) (previous 39th Gdis Mts Rifle Div)
U/i Mees Div Haumburg
(previous 57th Gd:s Mta Rifie Diw)
U/i Tank Div Jena
{previous 20th Gd: Meoz Div)
U/{ Tank Army 6%th Gds Tank Div H4ttenberg
—— 9th Tank Div Riesn
(previous First Gds Moz Ammy)  334p Gas Tank Div  Jresden
Ufi Tank éﬂ gth Gdas Tank Div Hsustrelitz
12th Gds Tank Div Jouruppin
(previous Second Gds Mecz Army) 25tk Tank Div ‘Togelsang

e, It is assumed that the First Gds Meez Army has been re:ssigned its

previous designation First Gds Tank Army and the Second Gds Meea
wag presumably redssignsted Second Gds Tank Army. The former

19th and 20th Gds Maees Divs, which had beem reorganized into tank
divisions; may have kept their old numbers because the Soviet
Army so far included neither a 19%th nor a 20th Gda Tan: Div,
vhile at least some of the previous motorized rifle dirisions
reorganized into mehanized divisions probably were gizen new
designations. It can at least be said that divisional .rumbers 94
and 207 appear oo high for mechanized divisions, sinc: the latter
have so far been numbered almost consesutively, ard thirefore,
such high numbers would nct agree with the numbering s:heme.
Until this question can be clarified, the old designations with
& supplementary "Ms~3" or "Tank" in parentheses will b» used,

2. Unclarified Questlions

After the reorganization, GSFG forves include only 2 types of
divisions, namsly tenk divieions and mechanized divisions, with both
types differing from provious terk and mechanized divisions.

SECRET . NOFORN
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particularly from the latier. For information on the orgen: z&iioa of
the new division types with comperative dats on the previous lypes,
sas Annexes 2 and 3, Availsble information doas rot yet &l ca final
conclusions on the post-organizstional strusture. A number of guestions,
notably with regard to organization and arucmsot . could po. yat be
clerified. There is also reason to bolleve that vot all fo cex amd
units of the same iype have as yct the same orgerdzation and armamand
but will be standardized only in the nsar future, & procedure which
hae already previously been obseived with Soviet units on yimilar
ocoasions. In particular, the following questions could no y#t be
determined:

a, gx;ggnization of Tapk Units of

(1) Tank divisions:

It was observed in late April/early May 1957  thai = uumber
of tank divigions received heavy tanks and SP guns vhich had
been turned in by mechanized divisions. This observation
tsnds to ludicaie that the tenk divisions were Az igned
additional heavy tank SP wnits, i.8. possidly & ssuond

by tank SP regiment. This assumption 18, however. contra-
dicted by the fact that tank divisions gt the samz ime
were observed antraining heavy tanks and S? guns, wioieb
apparently wera to be turned in. The asmber of heavy Lealks
and SP guns observed at posts also sppears too gnall 1o
indieate definitely two hv tank SP regiments par division.
On the other hand, individusl heavy tenks have bees
obeerved in the areas of medium tank regiments. lo no case,
housver, could four tenk regiments be confirmed wilth 2
tank division, whereas mixed regimenis wers reporicd ulth
several divisions (e.g. 7th Gde Tank Div. 10th Gde Tauk Div,
and 11th Gds Tack Div). It is therefore alsc possitle that
tank divisions aye orgenized intc 3 mixed tapk reglments,
each of presumably &4 beitalions. The ebservation of i
unuaually high number of haeuvy tanks end SP gung witk the
10th Gds Tank Div and ths 20tn Gds Mecz Div (Tawk) vegrely
indicates that terk divisions of mechenized smules mey be
equipped with a larger oumber of heavy Llanks vhan

tank divisions of tark armles.

(2) Mechaniszed Divisicna:

Observaiions during the period under review coalirmed that
tho heavy tank SP regiwsnts of mechaaized divilicos have
been dissolved. Ipformaiion availsble op the previous
medium tenk regiments dues rot yet peymil defialte
conclusicns a8 to thoir new organization. The obtervation
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P

of individual hsavy tenks and SP guns in the &rex of
regiments of almost all mechanized divisions tsnaz (o
indicate that a heevy tank battalion mey have been cdded
to the 3 medm tark batimlions., An assigmasnt of hazvy
tanks and SP guos to medium tank battalicns eppearw
improbable. The medium tank battallon subordirate to
echanized regiments uss not affsaoted by the reoyganization.
Individual heavy tanks which wers occasionally otssrved
with mechanized regiments are quite definitely believed
not to belong to the organizational equipment of this
type of regiment.

b, Organization and Armament of Artiilery Units

(1) Division Artillery

It can be assumed that all battalions of divisioral
artillery are organized into 3 batteries, eich of 6 guns.

The observation that the artillery of tank divisions has
been organted into a regimeni sometime earlier srd that the
mortar battalion was dissolved, was again confirned.

152-mn howitsers wors reported for the first time (mostly
field howitsers and, in one case, gun howltzers). These
guns were observed with the 9th Tank Div., 9th Gds Tank Div,
10th Gds Tank Div and 12th Gds Tank Div during tre summer
and fall, The mmber of weapcns obsexved tends t« indicate
that one battalion with 152-mm howitzers belongs i¢ ihs
artillery regiment of & tank divisiom, Although, snuording
to an unconfirmed report, 36x152-mm gun howitzer: ware
observed with the 10th Gds Tank Div (Oot 1957), i is

not yet possiltle to drsw ths conclusion that ail tsak
divisions inciude 2 batialions with 152.tex howitsers. There
is, however, the possibility that suck an organizgtion is
aimed et but has not yet been introduced by all civisions,

It can furthermore be sssumod that the svtillery .egiment
of a teank divieion inciuded a battalion with 85/100-un field
guns and a battalion with 122-mm field howitasers. Since
more than 18x122-zsx field howitzers (24 with Stk Tank Div
and 36 with 19th Gds Mecz Div{Tk) ) were cbserver with twe
divisions, there 13 also the possibility that 2 22.mma
field howitzer ba:ialions are in exisierve, poss: bly only
for a transitional pariod.

Summarizing, it can be said that there are wwo pwsibilities
for the organisstion of an artillery regiment of &« tank
division, nemely:

SECRET - WOFOR3
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1 battalion with 85/100-mm guns
1 battalion with 122-mm field howitsers
2 battalions with 152.zm howitzeras

or

1 battalion with 85/100-mm guns
2 battalions with 122.mm field howitzers
1 bettalion with 152-mm howitasersa.

It can also be sssumed that sevaral tank divizions are
not or mot ye% equipped with 152~4mn howitsers.

The organizationm of the artillery of mechanized ivisions
into a regiment within the framework of the reorjanization
could alzo be confirmed, Since the spring of 1957, only one
erty regiment has been reported in post aress of former
mechanized divisjons and the deaotivation of wach one srty
regiment in ocomnestion with the reorganisation o motorised
rifle divisions had been definitely determimd.

As to the organization of arty regiments of mevhanized
divisious, definite information has been receivai on 3
battalions, I¢ is, howsver, assumed that ihere i; also a
fourth battalion which may be equipped uwith 152.1a
howitgers. Such guns have, however, been observed only with
the 1lst Mecz Div and 39th Gds Mtz Rifle Diw (Mes:), while
pertineat indications are avallable for the 6tb ind 7th

Gds Mecz Divs. When the arty regiments of these divisions
returned by road to Eberswalde and/or the Fuerstwmwalde.
Frankf om maneuvers in the Wittstoak avea, 25X
severaj reported a column of 3x6xl22-mm Tield
howitzers; 3x6xl160-um mortars and 3x6x85~mm guns. There

was no fourth battalion, If in existence, it was presus-
ably shipped by rail i.e. is equipped with track..laying
vehicles which, bowewer, have so far hoea observed only
with guns with a caliber of and above 152 mm. Ariy regiments
of mechanized divisions are assumed to be organized as
follows:

1 bettalion with 85/i0C.mm guns

1 bettalion with 160-ms moriars

1 battalion with 122-mn field howitzers
1 battalion with 152.5@ howitsers

(2) Ay Artillery

Available informgtion does not allow to drew defianite
conclusions on the organization of ths arty brigides of
the armies, The foliowing detalls have baan ropo- ted:

SECRET . NOPORN
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The u/4 Arty Brig/First Gds Mecz Army (Tenk) with its
field howitzer elements left Koenigsbrueck for en
undetermined dsstination in late April 1957. In April,

gun houitsers arrived in Meissen where elcments with guns
had glready bessn stationsd. While exclusivaly gun howitsers
hed at first been obasrved in lMeissen , 100-mm gun® were
again observed thers afier Novembar 1957.

After the 24 Arty Brig/Seocond Gds Mecs Army (Tank) had
turned in 152-mm field howitsers and 100-ms guns and, at
the same time, had received 152-mm gum howitszers, only
the latter have been observed with the umit., Howaver,
there are alsc indications that the equipment of this
brigads included 122-mm field guns,

No information has been ressived on the 199th Arty Brig/
Third Gds Mecs Army which had left its querters ia
Justerbog in May 1957,

The 718t Arty Brig/Fourth Gds Mecs Ammy was confivied with
its previous equipment (152-mm field howitzers anl 100-mm
guns) in Bernau,

No new and only little information has besu received on
the 44th Arty Brig/Third Shock Army (Mecsz) Altengrabow
and the 433 Ariy Brig/Eighth Gds Army (Meos), respactively.
The 304th Arty Brig Burg and the 308th Arty Brig Gera
could be confirmed. It could not yet be determinel if the
former army ariy brigades had been dissolved and,
subsequently, ceplased by the two remaining former corps
arty brigades (304th and 308th) or whsther two arty
brigedes are ia existence with each former rifle army. The
present whereaouts of the AT brigades of the formar rifle
armies eould ant be determined either.

the bulc of the 25X1
3 c ¥ 0%/ 5 sunably Lln the
strength of 2 vegiments, is still stationed in Standal/
Borstel, Shipmants to Fuerstemwalde on 23/22 April
apparantly inw lved only ons regiment which could be
confirmed thers until recently. The subordination of this
regiment is still undetermined,

Insufficient informeiion has been received on the 38th AT
Brig/Bighth Gds Army (Mscz) Altenburg. Analogue to the 20th
AT Brig/Third Shock Army (Mecs), at least elewents of the
former may be atill in existence and stationed in Alten-
burg. 1% could not yet be determined that an AT unit

SECRET .. HOFORN
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belonged also to the Third Gds Mecs Army, although there
is reeson to believe that each mechanised army includes
an AT unit which may (stilli?} be of greater sireagth with
the two former rifle armies located mesr the zoral border
than with ths tvo other mechanized armies.

(3) RL Units

In eddition to the 25%a Gds RL Brig/6th Arty Div of GSFG,

esch army is equipped i) b iaign

with en RL battalion, 25X1
it cen be assumed tha® the army RL regiments ars equlpped
majinly with BM.2/s, in addition to M~3ls and W13z, In

the summer of 1957, 200-mm (?) RLs {/ banis) weras observed
at three posts (Doeberits, Brandenburg end Sanlfzld)and,
in September 1957, presumably 13 RLs (6 banks), orobably
to be used as AA weapons, were observed in Docbarits,

The RL batialions of the tank divisions were predominantly
equipped with BM.24s in addition to M-13s, vhorezs RL
battalions of mechenized divisions are equipped minly
with RLe of type M.13.

(4) GSFG Artillery

Artillery uniis directly subordinate to GSFG did not under-
go any changes with regard to organizaticn snd sypipment,

c. Army Engineers

While each ons army enginesr regiment bhes been cirried with
the previous mechanized srmies, mo auch cbassrvations could be
made with regard to the two former rifle armies, Nor was there
eny indication of an enlargument to regiments of ermy engiveer
battallons obesrved with the rifle armies prior to the re-
organization. In addition to the lmown engineer umits,
amphibious units have bem observed in three army srees,
namely in Beeakow (Fourth Gds Mees Army): 24 full-tramck smphiblous

vehicles and 20 6x6 smphibious trucks;
in Megdeburg (Third Shock Army (Mees))s 15-20 fulletraock
‘ amphibious vehicles and possibly also 6xb
amphibious trucks;

in Gera (Eighth Gds Army {Mees)): 24 full-track
amphibious vehicles and ssvaral amphibious
trucks 3
in Speranbsrg (Third Gds Mecs Ammy)s | 25X1
the ares of the Amph Engr Regt/iGSFG
tend to indicate subordination 25X1

to Thixd Gds Maes Army.

SECRET ~ NUFOR%
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it appears possible that now each mschenized army is equipped
with a new amphibicus unit which may have been activaied from
previous amphibious enginser regiments of GSFG (Ebermmlds,
Sperenberg) .

No information has as yst been received on strength amd
equipment of these amphibious units,

3, Yeapons and Equipment Cbserved in tha GDR for ihe first Time

a2,

bﬂ

Co

d.

Tanks and SP Guns

(1) T-10: new heavy tank, similar to JS«3, 122-mm gun with
smoke funnel and muzsle brake, presumably rather heavy
AA veapon on urret, presumsbly 7 bogie wheels and 3
track-supporting rollers, welght approximately 51 tons.
So far observed in Vogelsang, Meiningen and Juetarbog (7).

(2) Bridge-carrying tank on T-34 chassis (T-34/Br), nhserved
in Magdeburg,

(3/ Commend and/or radic temk, without twrret, tut with
commander’s cupole and machine gun im froat, wita turret
but without gm (T-34/F, T-54/F, JSU.122/F), obssrved
in Bernsu, Leipzig and Jena.

(4) Amphibious tank without turret (PT-76/F), possibly not
only command or resdio tenk but also persosnel aarrier,
cbserved in Barnau snd Zeits.

Armored Vehicles

(1) BTR-152e, increasingly equipped with device for sir pressure
reguletion in tires.

(2) BTR-152s with high side-besrds (BTR-152/F) uped as cormand
and sigral venicle.

Modarn Artillery Pleces

100-1m field guns/AT M55 )
122.mm fleld guns M55 ) so far only with arty trigedes
152.2m howitzers M-55 )

Rocket Launchars

200-mm (?) Rle (4 banks), range up to appr 20,000 meters, so
fer observed in Doeberiis, Brandeaburg and Sszlfeld, Fresumably
earnasrked for RL regiments of tenk and mechanized arries.

SECRET . ROFORE
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(1) 57-mm twin-barreled AA guns on irack-laying chassis

(SU~57/2) ; chamhs similar to T-54 but only L hogie wheals.
Crew in iarge but not completely closed turret. Observed
in Krampaits, Welmar, and Hillerslsben (probtably sleo in
Zerbst) and indicetions in area of First Gdz Mecz Army
(Tenk) , For the tims Leing, presumebly for tenk divisions
sexclusivsly.

(2) Aaa (?) Rle (6 rounds), presumably on YAAS.21/ chassis,
first shoun at Moscow Parade in November 1957, Fossibly
18 such weapons in Doeberits,

£, Prime Movers

(1) PrM-57 (Zgkw), armored medium prime mover with 4 bogie
wheels and 2 track-supporting rollers, low samewhat
detached idler wheel in rear, machine gun in front ball
mount, mainly for M-55 100-ma field guns of AT and arty
brigades. Observed in Rostock, Schwerin, Jueterbtog (?).

(2) PmM-5,, prime mover with 8 small bogle wheels arranged

in pairs and 4 treck-supporting rollers. Mainly observed
with heavy AA guns.

4, Final Conolusions

The new phase of reorganizetion, which started with GSFG units in
the spring of 1957, is believed to have bean generaliy completed
approximately at the bsginning of the mansuvers in late July/
early August. Experiences gained during the fall mansuvers ney
result in additional organigatiomal changes which, presumably on
a smaller scale, may ba expected also for the near future. The
main results of the reorgenization are

a. restriction® 2 types of divisions;

b, activation of tank amiesj

¢. creation of wnits as aimilar as possible which permit en
exchange smong armies or divisions and thus s fiexible conduct
of batile;

d. Incremss of fire power and mobility.
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II. Tr

[uring the period under review, astivities of Soviei army units
concentrated on treining. While, s a result of ths reorganization,
training, particularly of artillery and tank units, was affectsd

during the spring and early summer, umusually intensive training was
conduoted during the swmer and fall. Thus, the units caught up with
the normal training schedule quickly. The large mmber of exercises

at divisional level and above indicates that, in general, the re-
organisation and reequipment was completed in summer and newly orgsnized
units and forces were tried out and exsained in practice.

Training was marked by exercises at reinforced regimental level,
divisional level and by maneuvers which involved elements of several
divisions, by retransfer of units which had moved to summer camps in
the spring, as well as by trsining in firing of tank, artillery and
AAA units at ths kmown firing ranges. After late October, treining was
conducted predominantly at and near posts and has been affected by the
personnel exchange which started at that time.

1, Exercises at Regimentsl Level

Between about 10 July and late October, exercises of comtined
weapons, mostly at reinforced regimental level, were conducted
near posts and at troop training grounds with varylng frequengy.

This training, which continued also during the maneuver period,

vas meant as compensation for the fact that troops were trans-
ferred to sumer camps only on & small scals.

2, Exercises (Maneuvers) at Divisional lLevel and above

With regaerd to type and exscution of operations, the 1957 fall
maneuvers resembled those of 1956, when also three combired
maneuvers of elements of various armies were held. In 1957, eatire
NVA units were for the first time observed participating im Soviet
naneuvers,

A leest 10 major exercises at divisional level or above which,
in 9 cases, involved air force units were held between 25 July
and 10 October 1957. All information aveilable on ths maneuvers
vas compiled and forwarded in a special report.

3. Return from Suimer Canps

The troops which had transferrad to summer camps in the apring,
returned to their posts beotween mid-September and mid-Ociobar,
with some units immediately returning tc their winter quurters
and others only after participation in nansuvers,
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The following units were determined to hawe returned:

6th Apty Div/GSFG beginning mid-Sep From Altengrabows
34th Arty Div/GSFG beginning mid-Sep from Altengrabow;
8th Gds Mecs Div beginning late Sep from Jueterbog;
1lth Gds Tank Div (elms) bagimning early Sep from Koenigsbrueck;
57th Gds Mts Rifle Div beginning late Sep from Ohrcruf;
(Meoz) (elms)

21st Gds Mecs Div beginning mid-Sep from Losesz;

20th Gde Mecz Div beginning early Oct from Ohrdxuf;
{Tenk) (elms)

In late Octobar, the divisions of which only elements bad been
rotated to training grounds, were also stationed at their posts
with the bulk of thelr uniis.

4. Firing Details

a,

bo

Tank Units

Prior to mid-July, tank units transferred to firing ranges only
in & faw instances because of the recrgenization. During the
pericd under revieu, training in firxing of tank units was
intensified., It ocan therefore be essvmed that the uniis caught

vp with their training schedule during the summer. Training in
fiwing ocontinued also during the maneuver periods it was generally
completed in October. Only indivi dual firing details ware
observed at that time,

Artillery Units

Training in firing of artillery units contimued, In addition
to units of the two artillery divisions which had been trans-
farred to the Altengrabow summer samp, srtillery firlng details
were gontinvally rotated to the known artillery firing ranges.
This training sctivity got less intensive in Octobar and almost
discontinued in November.

AAA Units

Training in firing of 4AA units was predoninanily conducted at
the Wustrow and Juaterbtog firing ranges as previously, Altsn~
grabow was also utilized. Practicing units stayed at the trainiag
grounds betwsen 4 and € weeks as usunlly. Compatitive firing
practices were held frequenitly. Firing prectices decrsased
during the month of September, only occasional ASA units were
observed at the {iring ranges in October and practices were
discontinued altogsthesr in November.
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5. Enginoer Training

Intensive training of enginser wmits st water trainirg sites,
which hag been observaed throughout ssveral years, coriinusd until
October, In spite of intensive participation of engirecer elements
in the maneuvers, spepial training of emginear units not involved
in the exercises continued. It almoet terminated in the month of
Novenmber,

III, Personnel Exchangg

The assembling of shuttle trains for the 1957 personnel
exchange program sterted on 10 September, with first trains made

. avellable in the Berlin arca, followed by trains from otler RBD
districts, the total of which amounted to approximstely 1,400 trargit-
vorthy convertsd boxoars sufficient for the assembly of epproximately
25 shuttle trains. The beginning of the shuttle-trein movement was
presumably scheduled for late September, was allegedly pcetponsd to
15 October, and actually atarted only on 31 October, exacpt for a few
personnsl shipments irn and after Septembor which precedec the excbange
progrem. The delay of the sxchange program had the folloving reascns:

The influenza epidemicin Octobsr not only affected troops at mmerous
pnats but alsoe GDR Railroads personnel which led to considersble
transportation difficuliies in the GDR.

Fell exercises termintted only in mid-October in several srny aress
go that treined personnel had to be discharged later than in preéeding
years, The political eitvation in October (anniversary o Hungarisn
revolution) may alao have acsounted for the delayed beginning of the
1957/1958 parsomnel exchange,

Between 31 October amd 30 Hovember, & total of 70 perzomiel shuttle
trains wes observed ctusaing the border in both dirsatiocns. These 70
shipments can be broken down ag follows:

from the GDR to the USSR: 33 loaded
6 partly lended and
9 empty trains

from the USSR to the GDR: 20 loaded and
2 partly loaded trains,

As in preceding years, arrival and departure of tncopas i3 handled via
distritution points in each army erea soms of which, howsver, are
located in other installstions than previocusly. The following
installations are azsumed tc serve as distributica centeta:
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Koenigsbrusak-Altes Lager for First Gds Mecs Army (Tank)
Camp Schweinrich (Dranse for Second Gds Meoz Army (Tank)
rr station)

Justerbog-Altes Lager for Third Gds Meoz Army
Frankfurt/Oder-Eichhorn for Fourth Gde Mecs Army

Kaserne (?) and/or Bernau.-

Army Clothing Depot I

Magdeburg-Herrenkrug Kaserns for Third Shock Army (Mses)
Weimar-Tannenberg Kasarne for Eighth Gds Army (Meoz)

Exchange of dischargeess and recruits between posts and distribtution
centers is accomplished by trueck or in small rail shipments; in many
cases with recruits being dropped and dischargees being picked up at
the same time,

The numbar of persomnsl shipments obzerved crossing the border in both
directions prior to late November, roughly agrees with the scals of the
personnsl exchange during ths £irst 4 weeks in 1956, With & view to

the fact that the exchange program started approximately 3 weeks later
than ua:al, and on the basis of the assumption that the exchange will
continue on the same scale, it is believed that it will terminate only
about mid-Jamvary.

IV, logistics

Nothing unusual was observed with regard to supply traffic from the
USSR to the GDR until late November. Incoming shipmemts with heavy
weapons end equipment were insignificant. Worth noting is the arrival
of some 500 railroad cars with loads exceeding standard messwremonts
after mid-lay, Ocoasional observations tend to indicate that the
shipesents involved prime movers and amphibious vehiocles, Twin--berreied
SU.57/2 AA guns and & small number of new heavy T-10 tenks were also
Obamdo

Evaluation

The phase of reorganization exssuted in 1957, ss well as the arrival
of additional new oconventional weapons and equipment and the Nurther
coordination of command princivles to modern wayfare which could be
noticed on ocaision of the mansuvers improved fighting powver, mobility
and readiness for employment of GSFG forces. At present, the rcadinass
for employment is affected by the low trainming level of the recruits,
a comparative weekness which pre"\mably will have baeen overcons by the
spring of 1958,
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Description of Attachments (referred to as Annexes in the report):
Attachment 1: Present Organization of GSFG Forces
Attachment 2: Organization of Tank Divisions
Attachment 3: Organization of Mechanized Divisions
25X1

8~-E-C-R~E-T
NOFORN

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/05/11 : CIA-RDP80T00246A040200530001-6



Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/05/11 CIA- RDP80T00246A040200530001-6
. rike?
A : N . hiit R

. ]
.- " —t—— by, Y
| ‘“.-‘.\e___;' »'\\Fu“. M
! LD

o qp MEC-t AN

¥ A\~

ST

” v %k eaew
. \
) " - . Ra
P i T
X L b it
- - ) - Sy,
, . ,
LI ' ‘( .
* N . "
: - A coneus N
. . . !
[~L— -,
4 -
I,-a’ i (1 Ba LTI , ) .
b} . . B 9 i~ [SnEP NP \\
4 ‘8 3 ’ AGE [o] ve !
, . 8 GDYMECH ARMEE . FJ - ’,
. ,i . M . ,
A [Ehoea e /
2 ';\‘ : - {“"\ s
KX oy R N, l\ 'y
? MG . PR . . 7 Y / s
S LR G
Lo o S Vanl s
ig y L .
4=~ o~ Lo .
[ I} S
I Y I )
7N 1 }
\ ; 7
: \ ' ‘/'\ ¥ \/'\’,.\l
~-‘ r“\\\‘\ \ - - . f ; ,
. L S ™o v
M 1 PN \\," b [ % R ; .
1 R ' . b ,
oL LR > I. - .
- - SECRE
) RO .
s A
] oy < Shay ',' ¢ .y -
ve =, [ AR T B . - ‘
* e, ERY v . ¢ P .

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/05/11 CIA RDP80T00246A040200530001 -6

25X1



Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/05/11 : C|A-R|?P80T00246A040200530001-6

.

. ‘ . . ,
v TR i
' [ P v
/
'
25X1
. e
3 vemet Ty 2 he
.. ] AR
. )
!
' b bl
bl
- \'>(“,’k; .
i TN ~ co
.
e

» .

.“-" \,""’"' :u"""! ‘e -‘-‘
. ' . i
.E.qnzen—_bw,muer Art =
j -'. : POHM"\‘“?'LS_AO .'_9«
SRR TR S Lo T
. DN .
[ \ i~ '
HES TV ’ ) TUNA

el -
v B, ' v
P TTSORE Y
ot it o St b e -
T A I VRN G ot .
’ . eadedios e L4
B i varsatg
- . - N [ E
' . . co3 PR T e . A
e ‘a . R et - . y X 25x1
' » ) .,- . we e " o . oy
R o V‘S"”l t "
- . . ‘_t‘" I
s Y
. A AT
. .L? N
P R A
. k .
g ' ' - e L wre -2
. . ) r-e
. .
N .
"
' i
) '
), |
|
. ‘ . } ’
. \f o
. N
ol R

.,.Lw; b.:‘;mpﬂ'(mx:‘.«:..-;ﬂftuw&{k' KL 20 L ISaR L BT SRR SR IR TS

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/05/11 : CIA-RDP80T00246A040200530001-6



fae ‘
W . ¥

“ . Sanltlzed Copy Approved for Release 2010/05/11 CIA- RDP80T00246A040200530001 -6

S L " : ‘ . H

e I TJH]Z
S R 3‘1 L, e oo . -
e usomcmLS NEY : 25X1

Y
,l ¢ e
P
.
:
. B Sx 9
. X o, X
.
Y
.
- »
'\
N 0 3 D
- . 4
Y
. .. . ' 0
. . " ' AT W R CA
: \ YA “ ‘
E oAt £a 9UCLL L Mt Sk Ty
P KPR . . h PRARN A
. H > S . ‘
ke DN Pardes o
- [N - k4
- - i i
L
—rw fw
Y & .
3 '
. . - i~ i
. [ SR ¢
o . - - o ‘
I3 } #
) !
ES . l
= ey - . . oe g
\ BN : R !
% o f : - !
St !
Lol : i
Y e,
.. ) X
L .
i «
.
I
;
: ;
- +
R o
.
£

.
=3

A
Fa
Pk
T
=B
s
&

r

;

‘

'

—

'

w1
———

.
H P et .
e st s v iy g i€

Sanitized CopytApproyed for Release 2010/05/11 : CIA-RDP80T00246A040200530001-6



